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PROVERBS XVI. Chap. 7 Ver. 
hen a Mans W. ays pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 
bis very Enemies to be at Peace with him. 


1 


Could not think of any other Text of Holy Scripture, 
that (in my Apprehenſion) was more pertinent to the 
preſent Occaſion, or fitter to be diſcoursd of at this 
Tinie, than that which T have now read unto. you: 
Eſpecially, if we conſider, either our Pre ent Wants, 
t our general De ſires; or would be inſtructed in the beſt 
ethod of having our Defires fulfilled, and our Wants ſup- 
lied Or, indeed, to obtain whatever elſe is neceſſary, to 
ur preſent or future Happineſs. ' Me C/o 
Fir, As for our preſent Wants. Were it not for Me- 
hod ſake, it would be needleſs to fell you, (for you nam 
as well as I) that we have been labouring, for ſeveral 
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mean, a Dangerous, a Bloody and Expenſive WAR; 
hich hath coſt the Lives of many Thouſands ; exhauſted 
ur Wealth and Riches; and brought the Nation into ſuch 
aits and Difficulties, as that it was ſcarce ever in grea- 
r,*or the like. ; Sh 
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preachd in Sandford Church 


fears paſt, under one of the greateF? of God's Judgments; 


m . 


4 A Sermon, Preach'd in Sandford Church, 
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Ve believe it to have been a juſt War on our part; (I | 
ſay on our part; tor it cannot be ſo on both ſides) becauſe 
ab; olutely neceſſary to detend our Selves and our Allies a- 
ainſt the boundleſs Ambition ot a proud Enemy, who hath 
Log aid at an Univerſal Meonardby? and been endeavour 
ring to inſlave his Neighbours, as he hath done by his, wn 
Subjefts. So that our Lives, Liberties and Properties, 
yea, and the free Exerci/e f our Religion; (which ought 
to be dearer to us than; our very Ifives } have all been at 
flake, and in great Jeopardy, _ 4 8 
| Wherefore, we Had very great Reaſbne 36 engerer 
in this War; and it muſt be acknowledged, to the praiſe of 
his Holy Name, that our great per f. hath bleſs'd us 
Hitherto with wonderful and umparalelld Succeſs in it; 
Granting us many ſuch Victories as have beer; aſtoniſping to 
our Setugs, and wall be admired by all future Ages that 
Mall read the Hiſtories of them. 45 ny oy 9 © 
However, it muſt be. conte(s'd,, that as the Enemy; hath 
by theſe means been yreatly weakened, and rendred Teſs for. 
midable: ſo we have allo been at ſuch Expence of Men and 
Alonez, that we are. brought low, and ſtand in 2ced of Peace. 
_ _ Whether we are in as great Want thereof as the Enemy is, 
Iwill not take upon me to determine; (tho? ſome ſay that 
He needs it moſt) but that we alſo, are in need thereof, 1s 
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too ſenlibly felt to be denied. Wherefore, |, - 
Secondly, As we are in want theregt, ſo I believe our ge- 
neral Deſires are after the Bleſſing of Peace. Some few may 
Poſſibly ( tor Self. Ends) wiſh for, and deſire a Continuance 
olf the War: But, I dare ſay, the Nation in General is other- 
wiſe minded; andthe far greater part do (in their Hearts) 
cry, Peace, Peace; provided it may be had upon ſafe and 
honourable Terms ; ſuch as will give us a probable Proſpe& 
ot its Continuance ta Us, and to our Poſterity. For other: 
wie it muſt be agreed to be much better to {truggle awhile 
Jonger with the greateſt Difficulties, rather than to accept 
of ſuch a Peace, as will leave us in vifible Danger of 
a New War, (or ſome worſe Calamity) atter that the Ene- 
my hath had a little Time to repair his Loſſes, and recruit 

his Strength, . J Wy 25 
But 
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(I But (as Lfaidbefore ) if a ſate and honourable Peace may {| 
ſe | ' 


be.had;-(about-which there are Negotiations on foot at this 
time * 11 venture to ſay, chat I will be moſt agreeable 
th to eur General Deſires, ro er hs nk | 
u- WF -- And fo indeed it ought to be: Forwhen ſuch a Peace may | 
v1 be had, War is no longer lawful 3 becauſe Self-defence: and 1 
| 
f 


es, Self-preſervation (Which include our Rights and Libey. |, 
bt ties, as well as OUr Pe ſons ) 2 the chief Ingredients that ren- 

at der it warrantable at any tine. Ur bunt | 
| Hence theretore1t may be yer in che wont 1 
Third Place, That all thoſe who are truly ſenſible of our I 
of Want of. Peace, and join heartily in the Common Defires f 
thereof, will be glad of Information concerning the beſt me- 1 
thod of having tfeir Wants ſupplied, and their Dae = | 
the afoxeſaid Bleſſing frlfilled.; That is to fay, what they i 


* 


are and ought to do towards it. 


Some (perhaps) may think, that this is none of their zu | 


th fſineſs; that it doth not belong to them to do ought towards 
or- the Concluſion of the preſent War, and making of Peace 
nd with publick Enemies. For, as they are not fit, or qualified, | 


for ſuch a Work; ſo are they in no Place or Station tor it. 
But it muſt be left Wholly to Her Majeſty, and to the W3/< 
dom of her Council, and Plenipotentiarie. TH 
And ſo (in truth) it — to be as to the Management 
Treaties, and other Tranſactions about it. But, however, 
if any think that they have nothing to do in this Grand At- 
fair, that they are as Perſons wholly unconcerned _— 


Ace (I mean not in point of Interett, but in point of Duty) an | 
er- that it is not in them ( if they would) to further, or hinder, 
ts the Eſtabliſhment of that Peace, which is g much wanted, | 
nd and ſo generally deſired; if any (I ſay) think thus, they . ff 
ect are greatly miſtaken ; and do not think aright, either of the il | 
er. true Original of War, or of what is conducing to the Pro- fi 
ule curement af Peace, a ny . 1 
ept For, as tis plainly taught us in the ſacred Writings, That it 
of Wars and Fightings come (Originally) from thoſe Lu/ts 


which war in our Members, James 4. 1. And alſo that theſe 
are one of God's Judgments upon us tor our Sins, as bei 

permitted, or directed, by Divine Providence, in a Way of 
. | Puniſh- 
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+ Conſequence thereot) that ( unleſs we can think that we 


%, Ends, is what we are taught in and by the Words of my 
Text, viz. I hen a Maus Ways pleaſe the Lord, he ma- 


Nations and Kingdoms; For the Reaſon o 


„ 


Puniſnment for our Diſobedtence : So, on the other hand, 

the Blefſing of Peace is certainly attainable by (becauſe pro. 

miſed ti ntance and Reformation. 
And, if this be ſo, you muſt needs own, ( for it is a plain 


have no Sius to be repented of, nor any thing in us which 
wants Amendment) we have all of us à part to bear in this 
eat Work: That is, to be plain, in fintſhing the preſent 
ar, and towards the procurement of a good and ſafe Peace. 
Now, that this — certainly is ſo, and what it is that 
we are to do towards the Attainment of the laſt mentioned 


*eth. even his Enemies to be at Peace with him. 
This (J confeſs) is ſpoken of private Enmity, and with 
reſpect to particular Perſons: But it is every whit as true of 
Pee Thing is the 
ſame. And it might as well be {aid thus: ' When the Ways 
of any Nation or Kingdom do pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 
8 * will make) their Enemies to — at Peace CO 
By which you may plainly ſee a receive, that every 
one of us _ are Parts of the Codteniolty have ſome- 
thing to do; as alſo what it is that wa are to do, that the 
Plague of * may beremoved from our Land and Nation, 
and that the Bleſſing of Peace may be obtained by us, ay 
and continued to us; and that the preſent Negotiations to 
that End may not be fruſtrated. | 
Now, without dividing the Words into Parts, we ma 
obſerve from them theſe 'Two- e ee 


DOCTRINAL PROPOSITIONS. 


I. That when a Nation or People are in War, (i.e. with 
a Neighbour People, or Nation) it is God that mutt 
he the Peace-maker ; and is ſo when ever Peace is made. 
II. That if a Nation, or People, are in want, and deſi. 
_ of Peace.with their —— ; the Right a of 
unto the Lord. fear * A r 1 4 
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1 ſhall ſpeak but briefly of the Fir# of theſe two Points, 
at I may have a little the more Time for the Scand. 


aur People, or Nation, God muſt be the Peace matey 3 
nd is ſo when euer Peace is made and concludeu. 


cond Propnſition is on the former. Nevertheleſs this ſeems 
t to be firſt treated of; becauſe, if we are once truly con- 


inced that God is the principal 5 oy in Peace- making, we 


all be (or at leaſt ought, in all Reaſon, to be) the more 
ttentive to what may be ſaid of the Right Way of prevail - 
ag with him (1. e. with God) to take this Work in hand, 
d to gratify our Deſires of Peace. | 5 Gt 
Here then my Method ſhall be: 
1. To prove the Truth of the Propoſition. 
2. To E, by what means, or m what manner, God is 
ont to make Peace between Nations that are in War, 
3. To conclude this Point with a very tew Words of Ap- 
[cration. W. N : He THIN 
1. I am to prove, That when 2 Nation or People are (or 
| Wwe been in Mar, God muſt be the Peace-maker ; and is 
when ever Peace is made. | 
For the Proof of this we have plain Scripture Evidence, 


hich is the beſt that can be given or expected by Chriſtians, 


a Caſe of this Nature; For when we ſpeak of God, or ot 
s Works, it is the ſafeſt Way to be guided by his Holy 
ord :. Becaule, if we ſpeak according thereunto, we are 
re of ſpeaking according to truth. 

Now, thus ſaith God himſelf to Cyrus, (an Heathen 
ng) whom he raisd up to be an Inftrument of much Good 
his Church, Iſaiah 45. 5, 6, J. I am the Lord; and 

| e7s none elſe ; there is no Ged beſides me] girded 

tho thou haſt not known mne. That they may know me 
pm the Riſing of the Sun, and from the Welt, that there 
none beſides me; I am the Lord, and there is none elſe. 


Obſerve 
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5 hem > Nation: os People dos in Mer. with . 


This is grounded on the latter Clauſe of my Text, as the 


8 A Sermon, Preaeb'4 in Sandiord hirch, 


Odſerve next what follows concerning the Works of Goc 
Iform the Light, and create Davbieſss I make Peace, & 
create Evil: I the Lord do all theſe things. One of which 
things (as you pſy ſee, or hear) is the making of Peace, 
Tthe Lord do this thing; whenever tis dome. 
Jo the like purpoſe, the People of God are taught to ſay, | 
Ch. 26. v. 12. Lord, thou wilt ordam Peace for us - For 
thou al ſo haſt wrought all our Works in us; (or rather for 
us, as it is in ſome Margnis.) Which latter Words are a 
Reaſon of the former Aſſertion, viz, That God muſt ordain 
Peace for us, it it be ever had and enjoyed; becauſe, he it is 
that worketh all our Works tor us. And, if ally then ſurely 
this in particular. For which Reaſon, the Hſalmiſt exhor. 
teth the Jewiſh Church to praiſe God for this very Bleſſing, 
ſaying: Praiſe the Lord, O Feruſalem, praiſe thy Bod, C 
Zion; Pſa. 147. 12, 13, 14. Obſerve now. the Reaſons of 
this Exhortation, which you have in the next words, viz, 
For he hath ſtrengthened tbe Bars of thy Gates; he hath 
bleed thy Children withm thee Tea, he it is that maketh 
Peace in thy Borders; and filleth thee with the ſmeſt of the 
Wheat. Here again God is ſaid to be the Peace-maker ; 
and that's the Reaſon why the Fſalmiſt exhorted the Fewiſh 
Church to praiſe God, in a time when they enjoyed Peace: 
After their having been harraſs'd with long and dangerous 


Am, , a1 = —"@ A, mc © _ owÞwt „ 
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a 

Wars; as tis well known that dey were, before they were 0 

peaceably ſettled in the Land of Canaan. And (as it is 

aid, Foſb. 23. 1.) they had Reſt from all their Enemies Will i 

round about. Which Reſt, being the ſame with Peace, is 7 

there alſo ſaid to be Godꝰs Gift to them. But, to name WW h; 

only one Text more; hear what is ſaid, . Pſa. 46. Wi ot 

8, 9. Come,” ( ſays the Pſalmi/t-) behold the Works . 

1 of the Lord, what Deſolations he hath made in the Earth, Wl V 

1 i. e. during the Time of War, which is a deſolating Time ) . 

| t now'the Caſe was alter d; for it follows there, He ma- Bill th 

| Retb Wars to'ceaſe unto the End. of the Earth; (i. e. the th 
ſame God doth this) Me hreateth the Bom, and citteth the | 

l Spear in ſunder ; He burneth the Chariot in the Fire. The pr, 

Ai Ea 


N meaning whereof is, that he maketh Peace. 
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Fot when the Inſtruments of War are marr d, and thrown 
aſide, Peace follows ot courſe: In the making whereof, (it 
you believe what is ſaid in theſe, and many other like Texts 
that might be quoted) you muſt believe likewiſe that God 
hath a principal Hand, and is the Giver of the 9 — 
Peace, whenever it is enjoyꝰd by any people that have been. 


| 

5 in want thereof. WI re, $32 n 

; 2. Let us hear next, hy what means, or in what manner, 
God ĩs wont to make Peace. between Nations that are (or 
1 have been) in War. This he doth Tw]ẽ Wayͤs. 
5 1% By weakning their Power and Strength; and ſo ma- 
0 king them weary of War, and defirous of FPrace By gy 
- ving ſuck Vitories'to one of the Contending Parties over 

5 other, as ſhall cauſe the Beaten Party to ſeek and ſue for 
J peace. Which Victories having likewiſe coſt the Conquerors: 
t WH dear and rendted them leſs able to keep up the Conteſt 
. much longer, (Which may be our own preſent Caſe) will 
1 WW make them ſer that it is their Intereſt to grant Peace to ſuch 
th as ſue for it; provided (as I ſaid before) that it may be 
he done upon ſafe and honourable Terms, with reſpe& tb Fu · 
'; WE turity : For otherwiſe, it cannot be their Intereſt ſo to do. 
ſb Nou, that God is the Author and Donor of ſuch Victo- 
e: ries, hath been often ſhewn on paſt Thaniſgiumg-Days; 
us Wl and therefore needeth not to be proved again at this time, 
re otherwiſe than by quoting what is ſaid in a Text or two: 
15 As in 2 Sam: 22. 38, 39, 40. Which Chapter (as you may 
ies (ee in the firſt Verſe thereof) contains a Song, or Pſalm, of 
18 hank ſpiving, which MDæuid ſpake in the Day that the Lord 
me had delivered him out of the Hand of all his Enemies; and 
40. Out of the land of Saul, who had been the Chief of them. 
2 - Now take Notice of what he faith in the afore- quoted 
th Verſes: I have purſued mine Enemies, (ſaith he) and de- 
ne) ¶ Vreyed them; and turned not again, until I had conſumed 


na- them. I have conſumed them, and wounded them that 

they cold not ariſe ; yea, they are fallen under my Feet. 
But you will be apt to ſay, or think, Whats this tg the 
Theo preſent Purpoſe? For David ſpeaks here of his own warlike 
, Topics in ſuch manner, as if be were extolling himſelf, 


For ; 


not praiſing or thanking God. Hear there fore his next 
B words, 


10 outhalueFAST-DAY. 
words, Which are a plain Me & of God's Hand 


inthele Victories ; and that they were cobtaiji'd, not by his 
aum, but by that Power and Strength Which God gave him. 
His α,sare theſe: Cor thou haft girded me with Strength 
to the Battle : Them: that roſe up again me, haſt ibu 
ſubdued under nie.. ens a Of et tf TY 4133797 336977 
Therefore David faith again, Pſal. 144. 1. Bleſſed he the 
Lord my Strength, which teacheth (or helpeth) my Hands 
tu mar and my Fingersto fight. And Verſe, t 10th, che, 
Aith expreſly, That it iG who! Ei,jẽd Saluatiam (or 
1 J as it is in ſome Margins ): to: Kings who deli. 
vereth David his Servant from the hint firi . rd. 
So then; it ougbt to be believed by us, That whenever 
Nations are at War, and the one obtaineth the — - ang 
mar Victor ies) over the other, God:-2s.the\Donor/ of them. 
And by ſuch Means it is, (as I dene "ng he many 
times caùſeth Mur to ceate; and Peace to follow. Fot 
Loſſts are wont ta make Nations, as well as private; Men, 
men's, 2 and treatable ou —— 75 IND The ſe 
wn the ir proud and ty Minds; and Humility 
— — — End to the War.. 
au, God doth likewiſe make Peace, by inclining Mens 
| Hearts thereunto : By over-ruling their Spirits, and bend- 
U ing them to a more peaceable Diſpoſition than they have been 
ot in time paſt. ni <6 b 19844 9 016177 Ser 
Ot Gods Power over the Spirits and Hearts of Men, to 
turn and incline them (contrary to their former Purpoſes. 
and Practices) even as he fees fit, we bave many Ex- 
amples in the facred Writings: But Þ ſhall take Notice ot 
Two only at preſent. The firſt is that of E/2w, ( whereot 
| we read in Geneſis, Chapters 32; 33.) who came out againſt 
bis Brother Jacob, full of Wrath and Fury, with 400 Men 
at his Heels, to deſtroy him: But Jacob, foreſee ing his Dan- 
ger, made earneſt Supplication to God for Deliverance 
from the Hand of his Brother Eſau, Ch; 32. v. 11. Where- 
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pon, (as you will find in the ſeque l of the Story) Gad ſo 
| de the Heart and Mind of Eſau, that when he met his 
HhBrother Jacob, ( inſtead of doing him, or his, the leaſt Hurt) 
be only embraced him, and fell on his Neck, and” kiſſed. 


him, 


X VT NE ARA 6.0 


ws 


him, 


Cu ODD 
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A Sermon, 'Preach'd in Sandford Cburcb, rg 
Ch. V4. And fo patted tron! him in Love, and 
ads La ue * erle- &f - (575 ; Wer 
Another ſuch Inſtance is that ot — 
a mortal Hatred againſt the Iſraelites Vet, when they were 
about to march out of Egypt, God gave the ſaid People ſuch 
Favour in the fight of the Egypti 

Hearts) that they lent the Iraelites Fewels of 


required of them, Exod; 12. 357 36. ris {x08 


- And, as theſe tuo Examples ſhew God's Power over the t | 1 


Hearts and Spirits of Men, in general; to turn and incline | 
them which way it pleaſeth him; to turn their Hatred into 
Love, their Unkindneſs into Kindneſs: So to like purpoſe it | 

ij ſaid; (Prov. 21. 1. That the Kings Heart (i. e. the Heart 
oß every King upon | 
often ſigniſies, is in the Power) of the Lord: And, as the 
Riders of Water, (are turned by Manis Art and Labour) % 


he turnet᷑ h it whitherſoever he will i. e. (to keep cloſe to 


the Metaphor) Either to War, or Peace. To the one, on- | 
ly by Caring him to follow his own Will and Luſts, if he 


be of an ambitious and contentious Spirit: To the other. by 
laying a Reſtraint upon his Will, and inclining him to be of 
a better Mind. Which the great God, who is the Father 


(and therefore the Commander) of Spirits, Heb. 12. 9. an 


„ 700 SONG 90 Jo rig ode! 
When, therefore, the Heart of à King (or any other) is 
turned and changed from a Purpoſe of War, to a Deſire of 
Peace; and from delighting in Contention, to ſeeking after 
Terms of Accommodation: This we. ought to look upon as 
God's. Handy work ; provided always (and as I mean] it | 
this _ be real, and not in Semblance only. For God ö 
hath no hand, otherwiſe than by bare permiſſion, in any 
Dealings that are feigned and hypocritical. But, as I ſaid 


eaſily do, without any Labour or Trouble, but only by i 


pro | 
the Peace- maker. And this is one other Means, by whieb | 


4 ' 
aer 


. "I, | 
pptians, who had . | 


„(and ſo inclinedrlieir i} 
| Silver; and | 14 | 
Jewels of Gold, and Raiment, and all fuch things as they 11 


Exrth) in r Fd (or; 28 tb Wer sx 


before, it it be a teal Change of the Mind, and it hath-its ||| 
Effect, (i. e. if Peace and Concord follow) God is I 
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in the aforeſaid manner) be all that we are to do in the pre. 


is another Thing (which is Comprehenfive of many Duties) 


War, 


on which the 


„„ — - 
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For — 4 ot what hath been ſaid of this firſt Point: 
We may learn hence, to whom we ought to look and ſeek tor 
Peace in our preſent want thereof; even unto God, who is 
the great Peace- maker of the World: And whenever it is et. 
fected, it is principally of his dog. 
True it is, that God doth not always work Miracles; 
but maketh uſe of Means and Inſtruments, in carry ing on 
and perfect ing this, as well as other of bis Works. And there 
fare, in all ſuch ordinary Caſes, Men muſt uſe their own En- 
deavours, and ſeek and expect God's Bleſſing upon them; ¶ the: 
without which they will ever be ineffectual. N 
Conſequent ly, as there are Men of Wiſdom and Experience E 


d in Sand 


now employed, by Her Majeſty and her Allies, to treat of 


Peace with the Enemy; ſo it is our Part and Duty, (yea, and I 
our Intere#t alſo, if we defire Peace) to help them with our 2 
Prayers; and to beſeech the God of Heaven to be thei | 
Coun'/ellor and Director, and to bleſs their preſent Under. 
taking; ſo that they may not do or conclude any thing to 
our Prejudice; but ſuch things = as are, and will con- 
tinue to be, for the Common Good. Thus may we (every 
one of us) aſſiſt and adviſe our Plenipotentiaries, tho? we 
are at a great Diſtance from them, by Praying to God, who i; 
every where preſent, and Engaging Him, who heareth the 
Prayers of his People, to be their Gzzde, and to direct and 
over. rule all their Conſultations; ſo as that the Iſſue of them 
(whether it be a ſpeedy Peace, or a longer War) may be tor 
God's Glory and bis Church's Good, in the End: That, if 
Peace be concluded, it may be a ſafe one tor Us and our Al. 
lies; and, if Way be continued, it may be a praſperous one 
for ws and them, till ſuch a Peace may be hall. 

- But it may be aſx d, whether this (I mean Praying to God 


ſent Caſe, and to the aforeſaid End? No, ſurely : There 


that we cught likewiſe to do and perform, if we de- 
fire the Blehing of Peace, and to be rid of the Fudgments of | 


What this 15, we are taught in the Firſt Clauſe of my Text, 
II Point 


— — — 
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a That if 4 Nation, or People are in want, and deſi- 


rous of Peace with their Enemies; the Right Way of 
_ obtainiug it, is by making their own Ways pleaſing 
.  wntothe Lord. 240 eee 
| Which thing is the more needful to be done, becauſe o- 
therwiſe we have no Reaſon to hope, or expect, that our 


Prayers for Peace will be heard or regarded. 
Here my Method ſhall be: | 


f ai 0 IN | ' 34 10 

i 1. To explain and ſbew, what is meant by our Ways. 

r 2. What is required to the Making. our Ways pleaſing 
r » ano Get ee Foes I Cf dt 
4 3. That our So Doing is the moi effettual Courſe to ob- 
0 . tain Peace ( yea, à ſate Peace) with our Enemies. 
. 4. For what other ſpecial Reaſons we ſhould ende auour 
y to make all our VVays pleaſing unto God. And then 

e 5. To conclude with Application. "DA. bf t 

i | $4920 


Firit, I am to explain and ſhew. what is. meant by our 
Ways,” © FOILS VE HD bs ae 
Now, a Man's Ways are his common Courſe of Life, and 


N 

x Manner of Behaviour in the Sight of God: His uſual and 

if Weuſtomary Practice: This, in Scriptures Stile, is a Man's 

. ay. Therefore, if a Man do (commonly and frequently) 


that which. is Evil and Sinful, he is ſaid to go in an evil Way - 
If he do that which is Good and Fit to be done, he is ſaid to 


d walk in a Good Way, and in a Right Pat b. 
Hence we read, Pſa. 1. v. 1. of the Way of Sinners ; and 
re in the 6th a. of the VVay of the Righteous; and in other 
s) Texts to like purpoſe: Which ſhew, that a Man's VV ays 
e- are his Deeds and Aﬀions. . 
f But then, conſidering that there are the Ways of a Man's 


art, and of his Tongue likewiſe, as well as of the Hand, 
which is the chief Inſtrument of Action) therefore, the 


\ 
- 


Thoughts of his Heart and his Vords and Speeches, as well 
al f 71 AS 
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ah on the late 


as his Doings, are to be look d upon as comprehended un- 


pleas d, and not offended, with any . of our Thowghts, | 1 


Haly 7 which contains the Revealed Mill of God. 
By theſe two 


in us. Conſequently, and in order thereunto, we ſhould 
make all our aforeſaid Ways conformable unto his righteous 


poſe them, and to lay them aſide, with all 9 
can. | | | n 


——B——— SIS 
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der this Phraſe. For God bath Regard tu each of theſe and 
will call us to Account for allot them: Wherefore we ought 
to thintʒ ſprak and da in ſuch manner, as that God may be 


mean not this, ot our ſudden Thoughts, which we cannot 
revent ; but ot ſuch as are fix't,/ett'd and allow'd of by our 
Minds) or with, any of our VVords and Actions, over 
which we have a greater Power and Command, and tietor- 
— to out different Care ot tem, may be either good or 
„ unge 10 bar od i DA e 
Secondly. The next thing to be done is, To ſbem what is 
2 to the making of theſe our Ways pleaſing unto 
Godin mord tamen hawaii ds 7 
Nav, the General Anſwer to this Enquiry, is, To make 
them con ormable to the Will and Law of ——— 
to the De&ates.of xight Reaſon, (which is the Law of God 
written on our Hearts) and to the Rules and Directions of 


resse daga 


» 
* 


1 Ways doth A/mighty God make known un- 
to us, his Mind and Mill, and in What manner we ought to 
behave our ſelves before him, ſo as that he may take Delight 


Vill, ſo manifeſted untocus. But, more particularly, 
LI Ji We ſhould: labour atter Purity. of Heart and 

Thougbt 3: after Gleaneſs of Deſire and Intention. Our 

Minds ſhould not be ſuffer' dito take Pleaſure in filthy Ob. 


jects, os to approve of any thing that is contrary to Piety 


f 
0 
f 


9 


and Virtue ; Nothing ſhould be permitted to reſt quietly BW 1 
therein, but hat is agteeable to Holmeſs." That this isa: 
Part ot the Vill of Gad, and what we gught therefort to 
take Heed unto, appears. from that which he ſaith: Jer. 4. Wand 
14. Ham laug ſhall thy vain Thoughts lodge within ther ehe 
And again, by that which is ſaid, Mat. 5. 8. Blefſed are the Ma, 
Pure in Heart; for they ſball ſee Gt. My 
It therefore Evil Thoughts and Sinful Deſires do, at any u 
time enter into, or ariſe! out of, our Hearts, we ought to op- Ne 
mu 
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And we Ought 10 bee! - efpectaly' ture ful, e ke Jo 
not form to olir ſeloes any witked Deſigns or ungodly Pur. 
poſes That we do not plot and contre Miſchief or un 
untau/ ful Action: That we do not conſent to, or approve $4 
the evil Deads antl finful Imaginations of others: That if a- 
uy thing that is filthy and impure be preſented to qur Mi 
e do not giveit Harbour or Emertainment; but caſtitwgyr, 
with Abb rrente and De teſtation And, * rhe coftrar 
. MW we ſhould entertam ſuch Fhoughts às are pure and , af 
r take Delight in them: All our Purpoſes and Inventions 
Would be upright ; and our chief Delives ſhould be atrer an 
is Igcreaſe of Grube, and that which is according to Holinefs. 
to 80 ſnall we rake the Right Courſe to mate the Nuys of bur 

Hearts pleaſing umto God, w ae 11 of: our Hezrts, 
anda ad ot err Purity an 50 ” 


os % We ſhould likewiſe bbw iſe 259 55 
ot our Tongue: 10 — a ritt eie ver Wenz 


of _ 4. Wh may nor utter 4 5 + — e 
pd. e ſhould beware ( 
un 2 Bac kbiting ; of prof of he”: dnl and 


all forts of beaſftly Falk: nd-fleby-D oh ſe; of 


ght ef Ea egg and, in ſhortyof Word chat 
uld Net a corrupt Heart, of a Heart var the Pear of God. On 
ou; Nhe contraty, Our Speech ſbowld he ds with Grace, . 


med with Salt, as i is ſaid, Coll . . Verſe: 'Thavis to ſay, 


and N we are talking ot „( betder it be a ſerious, or 
Our . jocutar, or wonldly Naber) we ſhould endexvour ſo to 
Ob- e 2 de _ appear th others; that we have à ton · 
iet) 8 of var Words and are afraid of ſpeaking any 
jetly 155 amiſs; Tar. at a} times, rarker rooſt, 
isa than co prejudices, any P oor Diſcburſe. 

e to To this end, we ſhould ſpenk à fry the Words of Truth 
r. 4. Nd Soberneſs, of Gravity and Sinberity; and when we are 


ler heerfully ditpos d, never to be profane or furl 


re the r my that no corrupt Commbation proceed” ont of 
; ths, but rather that whroh/1s' good, to the U, of 
any 2 that it may miniſter Grace unto (the Uſe o 7752 

o op 


ſearers, 14. 4. 29. And, in 10 doing, we ſhalt Hkewife 
. q er of 
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I ot * The like (if not a greater) Care ſhould be taken of 
bf! our Deeds and Actions: That nothing be done by us that is 
| forbidden by the Law of God; but every thing (as far as we 
te able) that is required ot us, and joined us therein; ma- 
ing it, at all Times, and in all Things, the Rule of our 
Life and Fractice. 0 1 2 | IN ir Aike et: Tas 
Jo this End, it is incumbent on us, to make Conſcience 
| of keeping and one both Tables of the Law of God; 
[i i. e. of performing our ſeveral Duties towards God, and to. 
. wards our Neighbour alſo. What theſe Duties are, we are 
is excellently well taught in our Church Catechiſm, and in few 
1 words, 72, Firſt, That towards God, our Duty is: Io Be. 
. 2 him, to Fear him, and to Love: him with all our 
: Heart, with all our Mind, with all our Soul, and with all 
$ our Strength. To worſhip, him, to give him thanks, (i. e. 
1 for every ue ling and Benefit which he beſtoweth on us) to 
„ par aur whole Truft in him, to call upon him, to honouy hi; 
ly Name and his holy Word, and to ſerve him truly (i. e. 
in Sincerity) al the Hays of our Life. Secondly, That to- 
wards our \Neighbowr, our Duty is: Te deve hun as our 
ſelves, and to di tu all Menu as we would that they ſhould 
do gunto us. to loves honour and ſuctour out Parents. To 
honour andi obey the Queen, and all that are put in Aut ho. 
rity under her. To ſubmit our ſelves to all our Governours, 
Teachers, ſpiritual '/Paftors and Maſters. Jo order our 
Alves lowly and reverently;to all our Batters. To hurt m 
. Body by Word or Deed, Jo be true and juſt in all our Dea. 
lings.;. Ja bear no Malice nor Hatred in our Hearts. I. 
un keep our Hands from Picking and Stealing; and ourTongues 
0 from Enil-ſpeaking, Lying and Slandering, (as before ad. 
|. viſed.) Again; Ty keep our Bodies in Temperance, Sober- 
1 ne ſa and Chaſtity, And finally, Not to deſire; nir covet, o. 
tier Mens Goods; hut to learn and labour truly to get our 
* I own Laving ; and to da coun Duty in that State of Life unts 
"ns which it pleaſeth God to call u. 
l This is an Abſtract of the whole Moral Law; and it doth! 
contain the Sum of our Duties towards Gad and our Neigb- 
bour z yea, and towards our Selves, in ſeveral Inſtances. 
vis "Wheretore, that all our Ways (7. e. the Ways of our Hearts 
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of and the Ways of our Tongue, and the the Ways of out 


Hand (I mean out ions) may be pleaſing unto God; it 1 
behoveth uo to make Conſcience of all the aforeſaid Duties [| 
a. 2nd not live in 4 wilful Neglect of, orContradiftion to, wy | 
r of them. And this brings eee 

. + Phird Branch of my Method, that is, To ſhew that the | 


: 
- 
* 


"ce | wet Yep [ 
mu king of our "Ways thus pleaſing unto God, is the moſt ef. |! 
* br age Cour ſe that we can take, to obtain a good bes þ ſafe ll. 


Peace with our Enemies. Now, it will be the leſs needful 


eto be long in the proof of this, becauſe in is fo expreſly tauft 
* us in my Text: For the words thereof are a Promiſe of Peace 
do ſuch as make gs Ways pleafing unto. God. Therefore, / 
pr if we do our part, we have all the . in the World to 
* believe that God will do his part: For he is a God ot infi- 


nite Truth and Verucity; 4 God that cannot lie, Titus 1,2, || 


by and never fails of being as good as his Word; but is fo in all | 
lie > 501 Ln 07 þ ts ww oablilath | 
— But this is fith&icoofirmed, by. the conſtant Courſe of | 


- þ | K * | 

God's Dealings with his own raph in old Time; I | 
mean the Hraelitas. All that have read the Hiſtory thereof, ö 
as ſet down in Holy Writ, with Attention, muſt have ob- | 


To D 3 do's | 
1 ſerved, That when they provoked Gad to Anger as they did 1 
0 too otten) by N and other ere Practices; 

men God proclaimed War againſt them, and ſtirred them u | 

a many Enemies to fight with them. But when they repented, | 
* and turned from the Evil of their Doin s, and made their 
75 Ways pleaſing umts God; then he ſoon ſubdued their Ene- |; 
mies under them; and gave them Peace, and Reſt, and 
14 ſin terJand.. | "= fl 
5 Many Inſtances and Examples of this Nature might be gl» |! 
ves out of the Holy Scriptures ; but, that I may not be too 
e tedious, I ſhall only take Notice ot one or two. Firſt, f | 
e that which is ſaid in the Song of Deborah and Barak, Fudg, |! 


5. 8. How that, when they choſe new Gods, there was War i 
in the Gates But (as it is in the preceding Verſe) when | 
Deborah aroſe a Mit her in Iſrael, (or to Iſrael) which | 
Title ſhe could not well deſerve, unleſs ſhe had, not only || 
defended them againſt their Enemies, but alſo promoted the . | 

W Tue Religion, and Ma oh among them , which N 8 
0 "1354S h ; ; IC» 
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of Leto be be print Jhe did. tho 1 db not find it Er- 
pile i er t ty * Gia; tht bw” Land Þad Reſt ere 
Om Pepe We Had it eeintely/ i Chron; 15. at the 
ing; Ikat zu the FD) as of Ma, the Spirit of the Lord 
285 10 n A Azartah, the Sen g Oded. Aud he went out to 
[ ect Na, and eite hin Hearge m Rſa, and ail Ju. 
| gab. 2 Famin the Lord is ith . — 1. Je be with 
. bin An Kell he will be 8 ml of jou; 4 [bat if e 
i fr/aks hav $4 1 ff. for Ake you follows an Accoimt 
of the 2 4 d Behaviour gf Per People. Nov, tor u Sea- 
_ by 1277 Fi [fr ael had 5 e Bore The true God and without u 
| tc ng Erie, and Ml Law.” - Which" Hecount thews, 
Hat they were greatly "depraved and corrupted in point e 
ſe [ix ich 5 and like Ig in their Morals: Mhertlote, certain- 
ler War s culd nit büt be Highly difpleaſing unto God. 
Thel ue v, 27 you may fee in the 5th and 6th Verſes, 
where it is ald © Af 1 bo fe Times here was no Peate, to 
hi, that went ant; nor fo him that canis in; but great Vex! 
tions 77% on all thi Pibabitants © the C ounbries. And 
290 tion 1.425 Foy 55 on Nalin, © 9 of Cry... A 
bd dil r . rs Adder. 5 
This was the Fru ef their Sins; they di 1 leaſed God wth 
ij Ev it Ways, andFe'Vex'd then with the evils of War; 
and Want of Peace” Rut mark now What followed upon a 
change of their Mathers and Pehaviout. * Tis laid; Verſe 
Ile 4th That when in therr Trouble they did turn ate the 
ö La then God, (the God of Iſrael) and ſiug ht him, he 
Jaund ofthem And i in the following Verſes, from the th 
dio the 16th, we read, How that Aſa tot comrage, and put 
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| away all the ib ohriirb & Idols ont of Judah and Benjamin; 
Wi ard gathered the People tig ether, and obli ed them to ente: 
if. into aCotenant,. t Peł the Lord Ood of their Fathers with 
all their Heart, n all their Soul, Ver. 14. A part of 
| which Covenant alſo! was, That whoever did otherwiſe, 
p uld be put to Death.” Jo all which the People giving 
tber Confent, and ſwearing with a loud Voice to perform it, 
| it is addeth that the Lord was found of the - and the Lord 
' pavelthem Ref? (i. e.- Peace with all their Enemies) h, 
about, Ver. 15. Thus 
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of Poſterity, that, 


want of a National 
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. d Taelttes Wiekehpet 195 be, u OR 
them the Judgment af War, and all thanner ot Adverſity;. 
Ang that whep they Repented, and mags Hit, Wayh Pew 
ling.untp God, he gave them Feace. „ 
And (3-6 fince God is evermore. the ſame, and' his 
Dealings are uſually. alike with all People, according as they 


behave themſelves well, or ill, in his-11ght ; Nothing more. 


needs to be faid, to prove, that the heſt cour'e we can take 
at preſent to have Peace wah, our Enemies, is to make out 
Ways pleaſing, unto God; that is, by making them confor- 
mable to his Will and Laws; as before ſhewn which we 
ſhould labour and endeavour.to do. 
Faurthly, For two other Special Reaſons, which I pro- 
miſed to give you, viz. 125 8 2 
1. Becauſe, it by reaſon of our National Sins, and tot 
epentance and Amend ment, we ſhould 
be denied the Bleſling ot Peace, even nom, and when we ate 
in r Hope nd xpectation thereot, and be longer puni- 
ſhed with the Judgment of War ; Net, as many of us as do 
labour heartily to make our own Ways pleahng unto Gad, 
and thereby to ſeck his Favour ; we may, and ſhall, have 
this comfortable Reflection from our ſo doing, viz. That we 
have done our part towards the ſaving of a ſintul Land and 
Nation; and as much as in us lies, to put an End to War. 
and obtain Peace, and prevent other idgments. 80 ſhall 
welikewiſe take a right Courſe to be bleſt with inward Peace 
(I mean Peace ot Conſcience, which is the moſt N 
whatever becomes o that which is tw ard, and now oug 
after. We are indeed told, that there is great Hope and 
Likelihood of obtaining it; and that the Enemy. is inclined th 
be at Peace with us: But I doubt the Event is not ſo very 
ſure, as that we may abſolutely depend upon-it; For'the 
18 5 ot Man is deceitful; and God can turn the Wiſdom of 
the wiſeſt Men (as he did AchitophePs) into Fooliſhüe 8. 


W He can. {rultrate:the beſt· laid Deſigus 5 Frojects of Melt, 


and bring them all to noug ht. * 
Wheretore, the beſt way is, not to be too confident ark 
ſecure in out on minds; or to reckon our elves paſt Dan. 
ü f 1 2978 Ann 4d 5 2 5 5 [2-14 V IF CF reps 
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20 A Sermon, Preach'd in Sandford Church, 
ger; But to be endeavouring to make God our Friend, 
which he will not be, unleſs we make! our Ways pleaſin 

unto him). and then we may hope for his Favour, and ſu 
other Bleſſings as he fees to be fit for us, and we for them 
Tho? we have not that particular Blefſing which is ſo much 


2. Another ſpecial Reaſon, and in truth the greateſt of a. 
ny, why we ſhould labour (fotis uiribus) with all our Might 
and Power to make our Ways pleaſing unto God, is, Be- 
cauſe by this means (whatever becomes of us, or of our At- 
tairs in this World) we ſhall ſecure our greateſt Intereſt : I 


mean, the Salvation ofour precious and immortal Souls. 


It every thing went according to our Defires in this world; 
if we had Peace and Plenty, and Riches and Honour, in great 


abundance; and the af reſaid precious Parts of our ſelves 


(Im an our Souls were ſtill in hazard of Eternal Perdition; 
what would the aforeſaid Things avail us? Yea, as our Sa- 


viour faith, What would it profit any of us to gain the 


whole World, and to loſe his own Soul? Surely, this would 


be ſo far from being aduantageous to us, that it would be 


the greateſt Loſs and Detiiment that could betal any one a- 
mong us | | OTA NEG 
Now, how can any one reaſonably expect to be happy 
(yea, to be otherwiſe than ſerable to all Eternity) in the 
World to come, who hath no Care of his Ways, ſo as to 
make them pleaſing unto God in this World ? | | 
_ Certainly, if any Man doth fo 1 23 or hope, he muſt be 
one that doth not believe a word of the Serrptures ; for they 
teach him to expect quite contrary things, and tell him, in the 


, 


can look for no better than Hell and Damnation. > 
Laſily, I come now to make ſonie „ of what 


bath been ſaid on the Second Point of Hoftime. 02 of 
1. We learn thence, where to lay the chiet Blame of ſo WM 


long a War, and whence it is that Peace hAth nut been ob- 
tained ere now, It is not becauſe God could nor have fully 


ſubdued our Erich and forced them to Peace ; or have 
inc lin ed their Hearts ſooner (it they are ver fincerely incli- 
ned) to be willing and deſirous of Peace: But we have rea- 


ſon 


o 
7 


| 2 That whilſt his Wars are diſpleafing to God, f ; 
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fon to tear, that the true Cauſe hereof is from out ſelves? 
That we had angred God by our Sins, which provoked him 
at firſt to puniſh us with the Judgment of War and that, 


leaſt not ſo generally as we ſhould) made it our Buſineſs to 
turn unto God by Repentance, and to amend our Ways and 
our /Doings, ſo as that God might be pleaſed with 2 and 
them; ind turn away his Anger from us. — — 
Hear, 1 . and obſerve, what God himſelf ſaith to this 
purpoſe 2 5 my People had hearkened unto mes and 
Iſrael had walked in my tg * For then I ſhould ſoombave 
ubdued their Enemies, and have turned my Hand again 
therr Adverſaries. Pf. 81. 1 T4. nw watt © 0 
The Reaſon here given by God himſelf, why he bad not 
ſubdued the Enemies of 1}raet much ſooner than he did, was 
becauſe Iſrael refuſed to hearken unto God, and to walk in 
his Ways. Which implies that their Wass were diſpleaſing 
unto him. And may we not think, or ſuſpect, the ſame of 
our Selves and our Ways? That we and they have been fin- 
ful and evil? And thence it is that our Enemies have held it 
out ſo long againſt us, and have not been obliged much ſbo- 
ner to ſubnut to ſuch Terms, as may be neceſſary to prevent 


than they have ever yet been able to do. This is certain] 
owing { chiefly and principally) to our Sins againſt Grd, 
and our manityld Tranſgreſſions of his 'Holv and Righteous 
Laws. Whence it follows. 

2. That, by the aforeſaid Doctrine, we may the better 
judge, whether we can (at preſent) have any rta onable view 
or proſpect of a ſpeedy and ſafe Peace with our Enemies. 


truly repented (or are now repenting ). of our paſt Sins 4. 
gainſt Go; and are'reſolred, in good carneft, to fear Gad 
and — his Commandments, better than we have ever yet 
done; then indeed we may reaſonably Hope tor ſuch a Peace. 
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Hut it, on thecontrary, irdvth ar peur ( as ] doubt upon a 

narrow”earch it would © that, wWinla God's Judgments have: 

been upon us, we have refued to len Rivhteorſueſs, Ia. 
| | | | 7 
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althoꝰ we have ſuffered much thereby, yet, we have not (at 


their doing us greater Injuries and Miſchiefs in time to come, 


t we can beheve, or think, that we have made (or are 
now making) our Ways pleaſing umto God ; that we have 
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26. d 165 in the mid of à long and gruel Mar, (which bath 
greatly impoveriſhed us; and therefore, if tor no other rea- 
n, ſhoukt-have humbled us) we have waxed, Proud and 
Wanton, and exceeded in Vanities; It after our being brought 
(but a few Years ſince) to the very Brink of Ruine, by our 
inte ſtims Mur ſiums, Feuds and Animoſities one againſt and. 
ther ; and being then ſaved, as it were, by a Miracle of Bro- 
vidence, we are as much divided as ever; and (inſtead of 
Laue, and Kindneſs, ard Charity) Malice, aud Hatred, 
and u. will, have rather increaſed than deereaſed among us. 
1] In a word; If after all the loud Calls that God hath given 
us to Repeutance, and the many Warnings that we have had 
to turn from the Evil of our Ways, we are as bad, it not 
worſe 3 ever : Tf this 2 Caſe, (as I * is obey 4 
great a degree) what good Thing can we; reaſo expect, 
Ik the Sins of Drunkenneſs, and Swearing, and Curſing, 
andFornitation, and other like Abominations, are as riſe 
and common as ever; fall I not viſit far theſe things, ſaith 
the 2 Shall nat my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation 
- a8 Hh? BD. Oo to 10S! | 4 1 o * 
True os that God is infinitely good and gracizus, and 
. his tender Mercies are over all his Works; (which is our on- 
ly Confort, and. Ground of Hope) and thence it is that he 
hath often dealt with us much better than we deſerved; ſpa- 
ring us, and delivering us from many and ęreat Evils, and 
domg us much good, when our Sins or d aloud againſt us, 
anck called for Puniſnm ent. '' 
But can we reaſonably hope that God will always deal 
thus mercifully with us? That he will never ſhew himſelt W 
in Wrath and Vengeance, tho? we are ſtill incorrigible ? 
Surely, there is a time when God's Patience will be at an 
end: I mean, that it will ceaſe to be exerciſed towards ſuch Wl 
obſtinate Offenders. And I leave it to your own Conſcien- 
g ces to judge (i. e. from a Conſideration of our on, paſt and Wh. 
; preſent, Behaviour in the ſight of God; and eſpecially f 
| Hur great Ingratitude towards him for his tormer'Bleffing: WE 
| and Benefits beſtowed on us) Whether we have not ſome i 
Qauſe (yea, no fall Cauſe) to fear that the aforeſaid tine Bl 
g 45 3 
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Fear at hand, We may Hattet our ſelves with tlie Hope 
better thügs, and fancy that: God is now deing for us 
bat which we chiefly deſire; and I heartily wiſh, ard Lek 
that the Event may be according to our Veſires: Brits att 
22 we muſt needs ſay ahd conteſs, that our on 
Y wy 'Dbitigs cannot give us any reaſonable View or 
| 0 5 ; Fu rather the” . Wherefore, 4 
ITE, \s "2. - T9403 Jo th 
1 That n 'thirecf may be betted/ groumded 
3 —. it Ken to be at preſent, ( deutend the outward 
4 * ade ol Things) let us take: the only right Courſe, 
ad do 5 2 part towards it: | I. e. ] By making our 
0 in Ways ple#ſing mito Gods For then he "will only 
auſe ov , to be at Peace with us. 
Ta this Find there fore; Let us ſearch : and try ou 
a e Le Lan 5. 40, Ii the iſ 
SD lace, let us be ſertous and fincrre in Kali the State of 
4 dur Hearts, and the Nane of our pho and ſer if we can 
id out what” is, or hath been, amiſs in either of them; 
herein we bave diſpleas'd Almighty God, by walking con- 
ad 8 ry to his mh and T1ghteous Laws: Which "beings diſedve- 
. , Let us then (zalhy Repentais truly and. ſincerely there- 
1 f "and, as it is ſaid, "Matt. 3. 8. Bring forth Fruits meet 
or Repentance - Li e. J By amendin — Ways and our ow 
| 
| in every chin that is out of Order, and contrary t 
4 he Godin For, if we do not fo, | C;. e. I H we do Ds 
ein forth Fruits meet f for © entence; if we are not 
B 29 1 in Heart, and do not turn from Sm te Go; we can 
ever be ſaid, or thought, to be true Penitents : Yea, tho 
e faſt and pray, and mourn and weep, and make an out- 
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__ yard Shew of the greateſt Grief and Sorrow for our Sins. 
uch WR \Vheretore, the principle thing we have todo, is, To ceaſe 
on. % Euil. aud learn to do We The Drunkavd to lay a- 


cc his beaftly Practice, and to be ſober and temperate in all 
- Wings. The Fornicator to ſubdue his fleſhly Lufts, and to 
ecome truly chat and virtuous. The Vain-Swearer: to 
me ear an Oath. The Malicicats. Perſon to wiſh well to every 
mc ae. The Envious Man romejoiee in the Prof) 2 of o- 

ers. And one ot us to lay aſide our reſpective 2 
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and 6 Habits, and every Ioiquity that ye have furmer 
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YH may tes onably hope, (having apy, dne Exomies n 
1 is reconciled unto us, and 


"hath actually pardoned our, paſt Tranſprafiany: \ Api tha 
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1 oni the Time be not fully come for ſuch a Bleſſing) 
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